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Leutén Rojas was born in Santiago, Chile on March 17th, 1948. He began working in film at a young age as the production manager of Tres Tristes Tigres (Three Sad Tigers, Raul Ruiz, 1967.) Starting in 1969, he was employed at the state-funded Chile Films S.A. in various capacities, including film camera assistant, cinematographer, producer and director of documentary films and videos (1969-1973). He initiated his filmmaker career as documentary producer for the state-owned film company Chile Films (1969-1973.) Shortly after coup de état against President Salvador Allende, he was arrested, like many artists and intellectuals, for several months by the military government of Augusto Pinochet. Following his release, he sought refuge in Honduran Embassy.

After a brief stay in Honduras, Rojas arrived in Toronto as a political refugee in March 1975. Once in Canada, he studied film production at York University.  Since then, he has devoted himself to the production of documentaries dealing with political and social issues in Canada and Latin America. Among those are To Be Ukranian and House Full of History (1977), Canadian Experience (1979), Nicaragua: The Dream of Sandino (1982). Between 1975 and 1986, he worked as a camera person for numerous independent Canadian documentaries (1975-1986.) 
In 1986, he took a break from his filmmaker career and worked for the Canada Council for the Arts, first as a Program Officer of the Exploration Program responsible for the Ontario region, and then as a Program Officer of the Media Arts Section responsible for the film and video national competition (1996.) 

In 2000, Rojas resumed his career as producer-director with a project entitled “Working to Help My Mom,” a 44 min. documentary on street children in Santiago, Chile. This film follows the life and work of a group of 10 working boys, girls and adolescents for a period of five years since they were 9 and 10 years until they became 14 and 15 years old. Production was completed in April 2007 and the documentary was released on DVD. 

Among his other recent activities, Leuten Rojas was a member of the board of directors of The One World Film Festival, a documentary festival organized by World InterAction Mundial dedicated to the use of media arts as a tool for social change.

In 2012, Leuten Rojas started filming what would be his last film, the documentary Exile. The Burden Of memory dealing with the complex reality of living in exile and exploring the role of memory on identity. Its protagonists are Chilean exiles who arrived in Canada in the mid-1970s and their children and relatives who stayed in Chile. This feature length film incorporates excerpts of Rojas’ Chilean themed documentaries I Remember Too (1975), From the Strings of My Guitar (1982) and The Secret (1986-1987). In October of 2019, it was premiered in Ottawa. 

